
Cremona, 1 October 2021 - The new Stauffer Center 
for Strings, the first international music center for 
advanced training, research, composition, production, 
management and innovation, devoted entirely to 
stringed instruments, has opened its doors. A project for 
which Pininfarina Architecture designed the interiors 
and fitted out the outdoor areas of this prestigious 
venue in the heart of Cremona.

Pininfarina also attended the opening ceremony, proud 
to have played a part in enhancing the historical heritage 
of Palazzo Stauffer, and demonstrating how design and 
architecture can work actively to generate social, artistic 
and cultural impact.

The idea for the project was born out of the desire 
of the Stauffer Foundation, one of Italy’s leading 
private institutions for the promotion of musical 

culture, to refurbish the iconic Palazzo Stauffer 
(formerly Palazzo Stradiotti), one of the most 
beautiful 17th century buildings in Cremona’s historic 
centre. Pininfarina’s aim was to reinterpret the 
palace’s furnishings in a contemporary key, while 
still respecting its unique style. Pininfarina’s interior 
designers and architects worked on many areas of 
the building: the lecture and study rooms, the concert 
hall, the common areas, the offices, the dormitories 
and finally the outdoor areas. Each of these spaces 
required a different design approach in terms of 
spatial and acoustic comfort, privacy and functional 
flexibility, but the common denominator uniting the 
narrative between the different areas is most certainly 
represented by the aesthetic dimension evoking the 
world of stringed instruments and creating an elegant 
visual identity consistent with the values 
of the Stauffer Center.
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“Using a space gradient approach, the project has 
crafted rooms capable of welcoming and hosting 
cultural and educational activities”, says Giovanni de 
Niederhäusern, Senior Vice President of Pininfarina’s 
Architecture Business Unit. “Specifically, the project 
responds to the needs for interaction, socialisation and 
sharing of the young and extraordinary talents that 
give the Stauffer Center and the Stauffer Academy 
their outstanding place in the national and international 
panorama of higher musical education”. 

“Pininfarina’s contribution has enabled us to fully meet 
our objective of injecting modernity and refined design 
into Palazzo Stauffer, adding charm and elegance to its 
rooms, raising the level of functionality and liveability 
of its spaces, in pursuit of a perfect synthesis between 
tradition and innovation”, says Paolo Petrocelli, General 
Manager of the Stauffer Center. “Our Academy’s 
teachers and students will be inspired by the beauty 
and magnificence of our Palace, enabling them to live 
a unique, unforgettable experience”.
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